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projects
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world ranking

$3145 m 153 516 t $3940 m* 7558 $2 *971 m 6th

  $   

NICKEL–COBALT
INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

WORLD-CLASS RESOURCE PROVINCE | SECURE INVESTMENT LOCATION  
WORLD-LEADING GEOSCIENTIFIC DATA | GLOBAL MINING SERVICES INDUSTRY  

Ÿ The Murr in  Murr in ,  Nova–Bol l inger, 
Ravensthorpe and Savannah mines also 
produced cobalt as a byproduct from their 
nickel operations

Ÿ Anticipated demand for battery minerals has 
encouraged the reopening and development 
of new nickel mines, such as Cosmos 
(Western Areas), Ravensthorpe (First 
Quantum) and the   Mt Keith Satellite project 
(Nickel West)

Ÿ The Mt Thirsty Cobalt Nickel project released 
a pre-feasibility study suggesting production 
of 19.1 kt of Co and 24.8 kt of Ni, from a 
mixed sulfide product could be sustained 
over a 12-year mine life from a Probable Ore 
Reserve of  18.8 Mt at 0.13% Co and 0.54% Ni

Ÿ Exploration continues across the State, with 
updated mineral resource assessments 
reported for Nebo–Babel (Oz Minerals Ltd / 
C a s s i n i  R e s o u r c e s ) ,  M t  E d w a r d s 
(Neometals), Widgiemooltha (Mincor), 
Duketon (Duketon Mining) and a new 
discovery in the South West Yilgarn Craton at 
the Julimar prospect (Chalice Gold)

Ÿ The Yilgarn Craton is Australia's premier 
nickel-producing region containing some of 
the world's largest nickel resources which 
are equivalent to almost 34 Mt of contained 
nickel

Ÿ Western Australia also ranked among the top 
five global producers for cobalt in 2019, with 
resources currently at 1.3 Mt of contained 
cobalt

Western Australia hosts world-
class nickel deposits

Ÿ Production in 2019–20 was 153 516 t of 
nickel (metal and concentrate) from 49 
operating mines
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Ÿ Lateritic deposits in regolith (residual and supergene): developed over weathered mafic–ultramafic 
rocks of the Archean Yilgarn Craton and Proterozoic Musgrave Province (Wingellina)

Ÿ Mafic intrusives related to Large Igneous Provinces (LIP): similar to Noril'sk-style mineralization. 
Potential areas include dolerite sills in the Edmund, Collier, Officer, Kimberley, Speewah, and 
Hamersley Basins, as well as large areas of flood basalt in the east Kimberley

Ÿ Mafic–ultramafic intrusions: (similar to Voisey’s Bay in Canada, Bushveld Complex in South Africa 
and the Thomson mine in the Cape Smith belt of Canada): Archean examples occur in the Pilbara 
and Yilgarn Cratons. Proterozoic examples occur in the Fraser Range area (Albany–Fraser Orogen), 
Lamboo Province (Halls Creek Orogen) and in the Musgrave Province

Ÿ Ultramafic rocks (komatiite and peridotite): occur in Archean greenstone belts, mostly in the Yilgarn 
Craton. Examples include Kambalda, Mt Keith and Leinster. This mineralization style dominates 
historic production

Nickel and cobalt prospectivity of Western Australia

LateriteSulfide Laterite + sulfide

* Resource estimates are not JORC 2012 compliant
1 Includes Mt Keith Satellite project (Yakabindie)
Resource estimates have been rounded
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Resources estimated according to JORC 2012

Nickel projects with resources >150 Kt contained metal
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