HANDBOOK FOR THE STUDY AND

DESCRIPTION OF MICROBIALITES
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There has long been a need for
a more balanced and consistent
approach to how stromatolites
and other microbialites are
described and recorded in the
literature.

GSWA Bulletin 147, due for
release in 2019, has
consolidated definitions and
useful terminology from global
literature into a rational and
systematic manual to address
many of the existing problems
that have historically prevented
effective comparative studies.
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Microbialite

Stromatolite Thrombolite Dendrolite Leiolite ~ MISS
(microbially induced
sedimentary structures)
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The naming of microbialite structures has been
contentious. To overcome this problem and
assist biostratigraphers, an independent code
of nomenclature is proposed that continues to
recognise the more than a thousand already
named taxa, and allows for the description of
new taxa.
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